THE MAN I KNEW

honour unless Douglas accepted too. Douglas felt very
strongly the manner in which the disabled had been dis-
regarded, and he again replied that until the Government
gave an assurance that the disabled, the widows and the
children, would be adequately provided for, he could not
accept a reward of any kind. I had already written to
Douglas, before I received his letter telling me of his being
offered the viscountcy, urging him not to accept any reward
until the Government made some move towards doing
something for the disabled. My letter and his describing the
action he had taken with regard to the first telegram actually
crossed in the post He was so pleased that I should think
the same way as he did about the matter, and he told me that
my advice strengthened him in his decision when replying
to the Prime Minister's second telegram.

All this time Douglas was sparing no effort to persuade
the Army Council of the very urgent need for clubs for ex-
officers. He wanted a big organisation quite separate from
the Y.M.C.A. to look after them.

I was very anxious to go over to France to visit the
battlefields, and Douglas was already going into the question
of allowing relatives to visit the graves of the fallen. Trans-
port, however, was difficult to arrange. The number of men
allowed home on leave had been greatly increased, and the
shortage of coal and the demands made by the armies for
rolling stock and locomotives made it impossible to arrange
for the conveyance of extra passengers. The cross-Channel
boats, too, were taxed to their uttermost. I decided, there-
fore, to postpone my trip till later, when the transport
problem would not be so acute.

The King arrived in France on the zyth of November
to visit his victorious troops. He was met by Douglas
at Boulogne, and after the various introductions had been
made, the whole party, about twenty-two of them, pro-
ceeded to the Officers* Club, where Douglas entertained
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